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The Big Wind Industrial Wind Factory 

on Moloka’i? 
 

Even though 93% of Moloka’i people oppose this project and only 4% approve it, its 
backers (Moloka’i Ranch, Hawai’ian Electric, Governor Abercrombie, Castle & Cooke and 
Pattern Energy) are pushing hard, refusing to look at alternatives, and offering money to 
anyone who will help them shove this down our throats. 

The $3 billion project would be the largest single energy project in Hawai’i history and 
would have many permanent irreversible impacts on Moloka’i: 

1. 90 turbine towers 42 stories high, taller than almost any building in Honolulu. 
2. Each turbine tower has 3 blades, each larger than a Boeing 747 wing. 
3. Each turbine tower has a concrete base 60 feet in diameter and 10-20 feet deep. 
4. Large switching stations and an extensive road and transmission line network. 
5. Our roads will be widened and straightened to truck the towers, turbines & blades. 
6. Kaunakakai Harbor will be deepened or a deepwater port built at Hale o Lono. 
7. No studies have been done to determine even if Moloka’i winds are sufficient. 
8. Many of the proposed “community benefits” are already the legal responsibility of 

Moloka’i Ranch, and thus offer no additional value to the community. 

Negative impacts on Moloka’i: 

1. A 10-25% reduction of West Moloka’i property values and rental incomes. 
2. A 30% increase in our electricity bills. 
3. Destruction of many archeological and sacred sites. 
4. Its 300 short-term workers will nearly all be employed from off-island. Only 5 to 10 

workers will be employed from Moloka’i. 
5. The 300 short-term workers will swamp our police, fire, schools, & other services. 
6. It will destroy one of the most beautiful coastal areas in the U.S. 
7. It will stop hunting in most of West Moloka’i. 
8. Its construction impacts (dust, blasting, traffic jams etc.) will be huge for years. 
9. Its turbines are very loud, and can be heard for up to 5 miles. 



10. It is in the major approach to Moloka’i Airport. 
11. Its hundreds of strobe lights will be visible for miles and blot out the night sky. 
12. Its health impacts on nearby residents may include cardiovascular and cancer risk. 
13. It will kill many of our birds. Some wind factories kill over 200 birds a day. 
14. It will kill our Moloka’i bats (the wind force explodes their lungs). 
15. The cable will go through our Southern Moloka’i Reef, the largest in the U.S. 
16. It will impact our endangered Hawai’ian monk seals, whales, dolphins and turtles. 
17. After 20 years it will shut down with the towers standing and the 60-ton bases in the 

ground. The developers have offered to fund a decommissioning bond but such bonds 
rarely provide the necessary funds. For example, areas of the Big Island are filled with 
rusting wind turbine towers visible for miles. 

18.  If the towers and bases are removed, it will also be a huge destructive project. 

Project economics: 

1. Wind power is not financially feasible without huge taxpayer (that’s us) subsidies and 
tax breaks, worsening our nation’s budget problems. 

2. The subsidies will cover 65% of the project costs ($1.3 billion), and all of the cable costs 
($1 billion), for a total of $2.3 billion on the backs of Hawai’i electricity customers and 
U.S. taxpayers. All the profits will go to the developers. 

3. Most wind factories run at 19-24% capacity, are often stopped because they produce 
power when it is not needed, and lose money until abandoned. 

4. Most countries with wind power are canceling new projects, and turbine makers are 
cutting production as tax incentives and subsidies run out. 

5. Over 70 wind power projects in the U.S. are now being sued by local citizens. 
6. Wind power does not reduce fossil fuel use. Wind is so unreliable that fossil fuel plants 

have to constantly increase and decrease generation and provide backup. 
7. In no country with substantial wind power development have these projects decreased 

fossil fuel use. 
8. None of the power will be available for Moloka’i or any island except O’ahu. 

 

Please pass this on to your ohana, friends and neighbors. To learn more, please go to: 

www.IAlohaMolokai.com 

To watch tonight’s video please go to: 

www.FriendsofLanai.org 

Mahalo, 

I Aloha Moloka’i 
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Figure 2: General Cable Route & Landing Site Analysis Areas
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